
             
  

 

EXAMINATION POLICY 
 

 

PURPOSE 

Examinations are a means of assessing how well students have understood a common core of 

knowledge and skills.  Exams form a significant part of assessment in formal education and are the 

primary source of information used to assess a student’s eligibility to enter tertiary education. Mount 

Waverley Secondary College recognises that training in preparing for and sitting an examination are 

valuable skills for students in preparation for senior studies, both in secondary and tertiary education.   
 

Students at Years 7 and 8 do not sit formal timetabled end of semester examinations but rather they 

may sit topic tests which can form part of the assessment practices in determining student learning and 

achievement. 
 

1.      Scope of examinations at Years 9 and 10 

o Students at Years 9 and 10 are required to sit an examination in each subject at the end of first 

and second semester. 

o The scope of the knowledge and skills to be examined at Years 9 and 10 will reflect the learning 

intentions of the units studied during the semester.  

o The end of semester exam maybe used as a redemption task for the last CAT for the subject to 

receive an S for that outcome. 
 

2.        Scope of examinations at Years 11 and 12 

o At Year 11, the Semester One exam should assess skills and knowledge across all outcomes in 

Unit 1. In Semester Two, the Year 11 exam should draw from outcomes across Units 1 and 2. 

Examinations are separate to School Assessed Coursework (SAC) and may be used as a final 

redemption task to be awarded an S for an outcome. 

o The design of Unit 1 and 2 exams reflect the timing, structure and question format of the Year 

12 examinations set by VCAA. 

o Year 12 Examinations are set and administered by VCAA at the end of Unit 4 in Term 4. In the 

Northern Eastern Hemisphere Timetable (NHT) students may sit an external examination in late 

May/early June.  
 

3. 



             
  

 

o Parents should contact the relevant Head of School if there are issues regarding student 

attendance during the examination period.   

o Special consideration will be given on medical or compassionate grounds or in exceptional 

circumstances when formal documentation# is provided.  

o Family holidays are not an acceptable excuse for non-attendance at examinations. 
 

 # formal documentation includes medical certificates or certificates of attendance from other 

authorised organisations in exceptional circumstances. 
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